








 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 



 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 







 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











  

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: A1283954 
 
6 February 2025 
 
Commissioners for Te Ara Tipuna Trust Consent.  
 
 
TE ARA TIPUNA SUBMISSION 

To the Commissioners,  
 
1. 

 
 

2. 
 

 
3. 

 
 
4. 

 
 

 
 
5.  

However, Council does seek the following matters be addressed as part of the proposal and consent 
process:  

 
a)  
b)  
c)  
d)  
e)  
f) 

 
 
 



  

Reform sought

 
 
 

Yours faithfully 
Stace Lewer 

 
Chief Executive Officer 
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RE: Letter of Opposition to the Te Ara Tipuna Resource Consent Application regarding the following 
land blocks:  

- Te Kopuni B2 Block (included in the resource consent application by Te Ara Tipuna) 
- Part Kopuatarakihi 1D2 (not included in the resource consent application by Te Ara Tipuna)
- Kourateuwhi 4 (not included in the resource consent application by Te Ara Tipuna) 

To: Gisborne District Council 

Subject: Formal Opposition to the Resource Consent Application by Te Ara Tipuna 

Dear Members of the Gisborne District Council, 

We, the landowners, trustees, and descendants of Te Kopuni B2 Block, are writing to formally express 
our strong opposition to the resource consent application submitted by Te Ara Tipuna. We wish to 
clearly state that we do not support this application in any way, nor do we wish to see any part of 
this proposed track constructed on or near our land.  

This submission is made with great consideration for the future wellbeing of our whenua (land) and 
the protection of our cultural heritage. 

We are committed to forging ahead with our own development plans for this whenua. The track 
proposed by Te Ara Tipuna would stand in direct opposition to the vision we hold for the future of 

decisions today. Their wisdom and foresight have shown us the path to protect our land and to 
ensure that future generations will have the ability to thrive on it. We have a sacred responsibility to 
safeguard the whenua entrusted to us, and we are determined to continue in the spirit of those who 
came before us. 

The proposed track would directly interfere with the future plans we have for this whenua, which 
include sustainable land development, projects, and initiatives aimed at securing the prosperity and 
cultural wellbeing of our descendants. These plans are not just about land use but are intrinsically 
tied to our identity and our collective future. The proposed track would undermine these efforts by 
disrupting the landscape we are working to cultivate and by posing barriers to our ongoing 
development projects. 

central to our aspirations. We are deeply invested in these projects, which are intended to provide 
long-term benefits to our whanau and future generations. To have this vision disrupted by a 
development that we did not consent to, and that runs counter to our plans, would severely hinder 
our progress and damage the sense of hope we have worked so hard to build. 

decisions about how we live, how we develop, and how we protect the land for our mokopuna 
(grandchildren). This land is a place where our ancestors are present, where their stories live on, and 
where their values continue to shape our future. We carry their aspirations with us and are 
committed to ensuring that the direction we take honours them. 

time. Their strength and wisdom remain an enduring presence in our lives, and we take it upon 
ourselves to carry the responsibility they entrusted to us. This responsibility is not just about 
protecting the physical land but also about maintaining our cultural connection to it, which is integral 
to our identity as a people. 



In the face of the proposed track, we are committed to act as guardians of the land. The vision we 
hold is one that will allow our descendants to flourish in harmony with the whenua, and we will not 
allow this vision to be compromised by an external development that disregards our rights and 
values. 

We are committed to ensuring that our descendants inherit a whenua that is as rich, vibrant, and 

inheritance and compromise our ability to plan and develop our land according to our own needs 
and aspirations. Our long-term vision is rooted in a connection to the land that allows us to thrive in 
harmony with the environment, while also preserving our cultural heritage. 

The proposal to construct a track through or near our land also represents a serious infringement on
our heritage, and our future. As landowners, trustees, descendants and residents, we do not support 
any part of the application. Our position is to completely oppose it, as it stands to disrupt and 
destroy our land, settlement, and any potential l future projects we have planned for the area. We 
seek the rejection of this resource consent application and request that Gisborne District Council 
respects our cultural, environmental, and legal rights and ensures that the land is protected from 
further disruption. 

Reasons for Opposition: 

1. Lack of Consultation: 

 As concerned landowners and trustees, we were not consulted prior to the 
submission of this resource consent application. Our ancestral land and settlement 
are being directly impacted, and yet we were not given the opportunity to express 
our views or have a say in the decision-making process. This lack of consultation is 
not only disrespectful but also contrary to the principles of good faith and 
partnership that should govern such matters. 

2. Specific Land Blocks Affected: 

 We wish to specifically oppose the inclusion of the Te Kopuni B2 block as part of the 
application. The track is proposed to pass through this area, and we strongly oppose 
any disruption to it. 

 The application directly impacts several nearby blocks, including Part Kopuatarakihi 
1D2 and Kourateuwhi 4. These land blocks are critical to our current and future 
plans and must not be affected by this proposed track. 

 The proposed route also passes near homesteads surrounding these blocks, which 

impact on the homesteads and surrounding area must be taken into account, as it is 
not just land that will be affected, but the homes and lives of those who reside 
there. 

 We request that the proposed trail be rerouted entirely, ensuring that it does not 
cross or come near our land, including the Kopuatarakihi 1D2, and Kourateuwhi 4 
blocks, or any homesteads located near these blocks. The trail should avoid all 
affected areas where it would interfere with our settlement and projects. 



 W
The road is essential to the local community and should not be used as a path for the 
trail under any circumstances. 

The proposed Te Ara Tipuna (TAT) Trail is a project of significant cultural, environmental, and social 
importance. However, we have serious concerns about the processes involved in establishing 
governance structures for ungoverned whenua blocks, particularly those that are being considered 
for inclusion in the project. While we understand that the project team is working alongside Te Puni 

purpose of facilitating the development of the trail raises questions about fairness, autonomy, and 
the long-term impacts on the landowners and the communities involved. 

One of the primary concerns is the establishment of new trusts specifically to oversee land blocks for 
the purposes of the TAT Trail. Creating governance structures solely for the purpose of facilitating the 
project could be viewed as an artificial construct that undermines the intrinsic value and autonomy 
of the whenua. Trusts should be established in a manner that reflects the true interests and 
aspirations of landowners, and not be created simply as a means to meet the logistical and legal 
requirements of a project. The establishment of a trust for this purpose risks creating a governance 

relation to their whenua. 

A key concern with this approach is that it may lead to the imposition of external control over land 
blocks. While the intention of establishing trusts may be to empower, the reality is that creating 
governance structures that are designed specifically for the trail may not align with the traditional 
structures of governance that have existed for generations. The process of setting up new trusts may 
inadvertently pave the way for outside influence over land decisions that should be made by local 

 

The success of any large-
hinges on the establishment of trust between the project team and the affected communities. Trust 
is not something that can be built after the fact; it must be established at the outset, with 
meaningful and ongoing dialogue. The failure to engage landowners, trustees, and at the 
earliest possible stage creates an environment of distrust and suspicion, which could jeopardize the 
entire project. 

If consultation had been prioritized before developing detailed trail routes, it would have signalled to 
the communities that their voices were central to the decision-making process. This approach would 
have allowed for a more inclusive, co-design process, where the concerns and aspirations of 
landowners were incorporated into the planning and execution stages. Instead, by advancing plans 
before consultation, the TAT team risks alienating stakeholders and creating unnecessary opposition 
that could have been avoided with a more careful, consultative approach. 

Another critical issue that has not been fully addressed in the planning of the Te Ara Tipuna Trail is 
the impact it may have on civil defence and emergency management efforts. In rural communities 
like those on the East Coast, the capacity for managing emergencies, whether they are natural 
disasters, health crises, or other unforeseen events, is already stretched. Introducing an increased 
volume of tourists, particularly in remote or isolated areas, adds a layer of complexity and risk that 
has not been adequately accounted for. 

 



Who will be responsible for managing potential emergencies along the trail, particularly in areas that 
are difficult to access or where response times are slower due to the rural nature of the landscape? 
In the event of an accident, natural disaster, or even a medical emergency, it is critical to know who 
holds the responsibility for ensuring the safety of trail users and the local community. This includes 
not only first responders but also ensuring that local infrastructure can cope with the demands of an 

 

The landowners and trustees have raised legitimate concerns about who would be responsible for 
these emergencies and the potential strain on already limited local resources. In many cases, rural 
areas rely on volunteers, local fire brigades, and small medical facilities to manage emergencies, and 
they may not have the capacity to handle large-scale incidents involving outsiders. Furthermore, if 
the trail passes through areas that are prone to flooding, wildfires, or other natural disasters, the risk 
of harm to tourists, and the subsequent strain on local emergency services, increases exponentially.

Who would be liable if an emergency were to occur on the trail? Would the responsibility fall to the 
landowners whose land the trail traverses, or would it lie with the project developers, local councils, 
or another authority? This uncertainty poses a significant concern for those who are already 
responsible for the safety and well-being of their communities. Without clear and robust agreements 
in place to manage such risks, the trail could place undue pressure on rural emergency services that 
are already underfunded and under-resourced. 

In conclusion, we strongly oppose the Te Ara Tipuna (TAT) Trail in its current form. The creation of 
new governance structures for the sole purpose of facilitating this project risks undermining the 
autonomy and cultural integrity of the whenua, potentially imposing external control over land that 

are vital to the economic, cultural, and environmental wellbeing of our communities. 

We also have serious concerns regarding the lack of genuine consultation with all landowners and 

process that is fair, transparent, and truly inclusive of all affected parties. 

We respectfully request that the Gisborne District Council reject the resource consent application 
submitted by Te Ara Tipuna. We stand firm in our opposition to this track and call for the 
preservation of our whenua and our plans for its future development. 

direction of our whenua, ensuring that our descendants can flourish for generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

 
Davina Walker  

- Te Kopuni B2 Trust Trustee 
- Te Kopuni B2 Block Descendant/Uri 
- Kourateuwhi 4 Descendant/Uri 
- Resident of Kaiaua Road 

Pa Sam Walker (Te Rangipureora Raiha Walker Whanau Trust) 

- Te Kopuni B2 Block Shareholder/Owner 
- Part Kopuatarakihi 1D2 Interim Committee Member/Shareholder 



- Kourateuwhi 4 Shareholder/Owner 
- Resident of Kaiaua Road 

Roena Pani Walker (Te Rangipureora Raiha Walker Whanau Trust 

- Te Kopuni B2 Block Shareholder/Owner 
- Part Kopuatarakihi 1D2 Shareholder 

Raa Johnathan Walker (Te Rangipureora Raiha Walker Whanau Trust) 

- Te Kopuni B2 Block Shareholder/Owner 
- Part Kopuatarakihi 1D2 Shareholder 

Janna-Leigh Walker (Te Rangipureora Raiha Walker Whanau Trust Descendant) 

- Kopuatarakihi 1D2 (Interim Committee) 
- Te Kopuni B2 Block Descendant/Uri 
- Kourateuwhi 4 Descendant/Uri 

Rochelle Walker (Te Rangipureora Raiha Walker Whanau Trust Descendant) 

- Kopuatarakihi 1D2 (Interim Committee) 
- Te Kopuni B2 Block Descendant/Uri 
- Resident of Kaiaua Road 

 


